

















compensation not having been accepted and the period equals to or exceeds
five years.

4. Limitation:

As regards this item relating to the period spent during litigation would also
be accounted for the purpose of determining whether the period of five
years has to counted or not, it should be clarified that it will apply only to
cases where awards were passed under Section 11 of the Land Acquisition
Act, 1894, 5 years or more prior to 01.01.2014 as specified in Section 24(2)
of the Act, to avoid any ambiguity. Since this legislation has been passed
with the objective of benefitting the land-losers, this interpretation is
consistent with that objective and also added as a matter of abundant
caution that the period spent in litigation challenging an award cannot be
excluded for the purpose of determining whether the period of five years has
elapsed or not. If the possession has not been taken or compensation has
not been paid due to the challenge to the land acquisition proceedings, the
pendente lite period will be included to determine the five year period and
including such period if the award was made five years or more prior to the
commencement of the Act, then the said acquisition proceedings will be
deemed to have lapsed and fresh proceedings, if so desired, will have to be
initiated in accordance with the new Act.

I have nothing further to add.
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(MOHAN PARASARAN)



